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Abstract

In this study, we tried to unveil how the specificities of the Arabic language,
particularly the presence and presence of vowels, affect the determination of the
cognitive mechanisms that govern the performance in reading among a sample of
primary fifth-level skilled readers. We started from the hypothesis that the performance
in reading vowelized Arabic language is linked to the phonological awareness. While
the performance in reading unvowelized Arabic language is related to the visual
attention span. The children were exposed to reading tasks (reading a vowelized text,
and an unvowelized text), in addition to phonological tasks, and visual attention span
tasks. The results showed that performance in reading Arabic language depends not
only on phonological abilities, but also on the visual attentional competencies,
especially in reading unvowelized texts.

Keywords: reading; phonological awareness; visual attention span; Arabic.
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