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Causal interpretation of traffic accidents and road use
behaviors among pedestrians

Youssef Yaakoubi
youssef.yaakoubi@ced.uca.ma
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Cadi Ayyad University, Marrakech, Morocco

Abstract

This study aims at exploring the relationship between the types of the causal attribution
and risk evaluation by employing a descriptive method on a Moroccan sample.
According to a psycho-sociological, descriptive analytical study, we have applied the
classical theory of the causal attribution of Fritz Hyder (1958) to explain the car
accidents on roads in the urban area. The study sample included 64 male and female
pedestrians aged between 19 and 66 who were classified into 3 sub-groups: the group of
employees and retired people (15 individuals), the group of workers and housewives (16
individuals) and the group of students (33 individuals). Concerning the data collection,
the study used two scales; the scale of the causal attribution and the scale of risk
evaluation. The data collection was treated by using the means and the standard
deviations related to the scores of individuals of each sub-group of the study sample.
Results showed a correlation between causal attribution and risk evaluation as it was
noticed that individuals with internal causation are more inclined to avoid risks and
respect the standards of road safety in comparison to individuals with external
causation.

Keywords: causal attribution; internal causation; external causation; pedestrians.
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