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Abstract

Objective: The present research aims to examine the phenomenon of drugs as a
psychological problem by shedding light on the topic of personality disorders among addicts
who endeavor to abandon drugs, through a clinical study of five cases, which were chosen
from the Department of Forensic Medicine as well as the Center for Prevention and
Psychotherapy in Algiers. Methodology: In this study, we used several techniques. It initially
employed semi-guided clinical interviews to identify addictive cases and investigate
psychopathological traits. In addition, this research used Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory MMPI-2, and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders DSM-5 for diagnosis.
Results: After investigation, the following results have been generated. First, drug addicts are
characterized by some psychopathological characteristics such as excessive suspicion, a
tendency to take revenge, social introversion, feelings of alienation and shyness, anxiety and
tension, extreme nervousness, and rebellion against authority figures. Second, drug addicts
suffer from some personality disorders such as paranoid personality disorder and
schizophrenic personality disorder, while some of them are characterized by psychopathic
features. Finally, they are more inclined to engage in abusive behaviors to alleviate
psychological suffering and compensate for emotional deprivation due to the fragility of their
personalities.
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