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Abstract

The current study attempts to trace the historical development of memory capacity
evaluation, in addition to identifying the limitations of this capacity and the factors that
determine it. Previous studies have shown that the accumulation of data collected by
researchers in the psychology of memory has led to a better understanding of how human
memory works, and this paves the way for more effective measures of memory capacity.
This historical review derives its value from the fact that memory capacity has become
an important variable in a large number of scientific works that examine the correlations
between memory capacity and performance in a range of cognitive activities. It was clear
from previous research on memory that tasks measuring its capacity were of great
interest for psychologists given its valuable applied extensions. Some of the determinants
of memory capacity are repetition, and the speed of information processing... As for the
factors that affect memory capacity, we can mention the rate of decay of traces. As for
memory capacity measures. Regarding the measures of memory capacity, based on the
capacity of meaningless syllables we now have a large number of tasks that measure the
capacity of different memory structures. However, despite the great development of the
exploration of memory, there is still a need to elaborate more accurate measures which
their sensitivity is not affected by the differences in the studied situations.
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