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Abstract

Our study aims to reveal the psychological effects of addiction to the virtual sex for
seven (7) virtual users of “second life” website: three females and four males who
were chosen in an intentional way, using the Clinical-Virtual on-line Approach and
each of the following on-line tools: participatory observation, and the clinical
interview. The Results revealed the existence of the problem of Splitting conscious of
the virtual Personality participating in the second life game, and the emergence of four
types of addiction among the studied cases: an addiction to the second life game in
first, secondly an addiction to virtual sex in the second life game, thirdly, an addiction
to the voyeurism, and finally an addition to masturbation. It also revealed the existence
of a link between the personal motivations and motives related to the practice of this
game, including: the self-esteem sensation through the identification to the avatar,
satisfying the personal needs out of sights for males, and upholding the right to virtual
pleasure and preserving the reputation and dignity for females.
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