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Abstract

The objective of this study is to achieve a critical analytical reading of the problem of
religious conversion in the religious psychology literature, and focuses mainly on the most
important approaches and schools that have confronted the phenomenon and attempted to
treat it, in a scientific manner, away from theological and historical interpretations. This
article also seeks to highlight the theoretical developments that the field of religious
conversion psychology has known, starting with the classical approach, which sought to
understand, explain and resolve the phenomenon by identifying the psychological processes
behind the conversion of individuals. Secondly, it sheds light on the new approaches that
strived to accurately define religious conversion, identify its most prominent steps and stages,
and determine its religious intensity, types, causes, motivations, contexts and trends
controlling it, and other effects of group pressures on individuals, and the cognitive
manipulation that the religious convert is exposed to it. This review showed the limitations of
classical and modern approaches in understanding the nature of the complex and dynamic
process of religious conversion, and to work on trying to understand the multi-dimensionality
of this phenomenon, by adopting a comprehensive, multi-level and multi-disciplinary model.
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