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Abstract

This study aims to identify the difficulties that hinder children with attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) when accessing mechanisms to the mental lexicon. Twenty
participants of the same gender and age were involved in this comparative study, divided into
two groups (the first group includes 10 children with ADHD, and the second group consists
of 10 typically developing children). They were subjected to three tests (naming, semantic
categorization, semantic priming). After collecting and statistically processing the data, the
results revealed clear deficits in the performance of the mental lexicon in children with
ADHD compared to their typically developing peers. These deficits are particularly evident
in tasks that require access to the mental lexicon, whether in terms of quantitatively revealing
the linguistic inventory stored therein or functionally using various phonological,
morphological, syntactic, and semantic representations that are fundamentally related to that
inventory.

Keywords: mental lexicon, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, access
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