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Abstract

The study of emotions is empirically linked to creating an experimental situation that
requires manipulating the emotional states of participants in the experiment. to do this,
researchers rely on various stimuli: words, pictures, faces, and videos. In this regard,
psychological studies have developed many standard multimodal stimuli that have been
widely used in the study of emotions in laboratory contexts. The development of these stimuli
was preceded by designing assessment tools that detect changes in the emotional state of
individuals, whether by adopting self-assessment techniques or computerized external
assessment. Therefore, we attempt in this review to list the most important stimuli commonly
used in the study of emotions experimentally, while clarifying their sensory properties, the
characteristics of their contents, and recalling the process of their design. Moreover,
mentioning the most important techniques for evaluating the emotional state that is identical
with the use of these stimuli. All that is an attempt to answer the question related to the
scientific formulations that justify researchers' adoption of emotional stimuli over others.

Keywords: emotional stimuli; words; faces; pictures; video clips.
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