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Abstract

|
This study was concerned with exploring the influence of the maternal environment on
the psychological and physical balance of the child. The psychosomatic literature, especially
Anzieu's work on the functions of the skin ego, has highlighted the importance of exchanges
between the child and the subjects of care, and it is emphasized that any failure at the level
of these exchanges can cause the emergence of a bodily self suffering in the child. We have
relied in this research on the clinical approach, where we used the clinical interview and the
Rorschach test. The research sample consisted of 5 children belonging to the latency stage,
all of them suffering from skin diseases. We presented only the clinical case of Mahdi, who is
12 years old and suffers from a skin disease, Psoriasis. The results of the clinical interviews
and the Rorschach test of the research group showed the effect of the disturbed maternal
environment on the emergence of skin disease in the child as a way to express the need for
protective barriers in front of a prohibited maternal object threatening the boundaries, where
the skin disease comes as an indication of the child’s need to differentiate from the object
that represents an object threatening his psychological boundaries.
Keywords: maternal environment; skin disease; child.
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