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Abstract

Dyslexia 1s one of the most important specific learning disabilities, in which
linguistic cognition is selectively affected. It is a specific developmental disorder that
affects between 5% and 8% of children’s written language processing skills. The causes
of this disorder remain unclear, and the methods of intervention are still in their initial
phase. Besides, the representations of the environment surrounding dyslexic children
remain varied and in need of assessment and identification. The current study aims to
explore the cognitive representations of dyslexia disorder among a group of teachers in
the Moroccan primary schools. To reach this goal, an exploratory approach was adopted
through an open and closed questionnaire. 100 teachers from different primary schools
responded to the questionnaire. The results of the study showed that most of the
teachers are aware of the difficulties/disorders faced by some of their learners, and they
have general knowledge about dyslexia mainly due to their experience over the years of
teaching and their professional practices. Nonetheless, the finding revealed that these
teachers lack accurate knowledge about the causes of this disorder and the ways of
intervention and treatment. Their individual efforts focus on confronting dyslexia,
relying on their personal experiences, in the absence of any collective intervention that
involves all educational stakeholders.

Keywords: dyslexia; cognitive representations; teachers; primary school.
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