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Abstract

I

This study explored the patient self-image according to the severity of the disease, and
the change in his perception of his role in his environment when he moves from a state of
activity to a state of inactivity; in addition to his coexistence with the disease according to
the severity of the disease. The researcher relied on various tools, including observation, free
and semi-structured interview, and on the patient self-image scale designed by the
researcher, which includes two main dimensions, namely, the patient's dimension and his
experience of the disease. Additionally, to the role of the patient in his social environment.
The sample of 438 patients at the University Hospital of Oran, 265 of them were males and
173 females, whose ages ranged between 17 and 80 years. The results showed that there
are statistically significant differences in self-image, coexistence with disease, and the role
of the patient in his environment between seriously ill patients and patients with non-serious
disease. It was also found that the patient'’s role in his environment changes according to the
severity of the disease. A serious illness changes the patient’s view of his environment and
his social relations. It turns out also that the patient’s overall self-image is affected by a set
of factors, such as the economic and cultural level of the patient and the distance from the
family and the hospital.

Keywords: patient self-image; severity of iliness; field study.
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