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Abstract

The study aimed to examine the relationship between extremism and religious
commitment of Lebanese university students, along with the variables of religious
commitment of parents, the type of school, the type of university, and the socio-
economic class. The sample consisted of 900 male and female students from various
Lebanese universities representing all social classes, religious sects, and races. A
measurement tool for religious extremism was constructed (EL Yahfoufi and Atrisi,
2019) and self-determination measures were adopted for the religious commitment
variable. The results, contrary to many research, show that religiously committed
students were less extreme than their non-committed peers, that religiously devout
students were less extreme than their moderately committed or non-committed
counterparts, and that students who were in religious schools were less extreme than
their non-religious and public school peers. There were no differences between the
socio-economic class and the type of university. The results were discussed in light of
religious values that call for tolerance, altruism and love.

Keywords: religious extremism; religious commitment; school type; university type;
socio-economic class.
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