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Abstract

. |

In light of the prevalence of intolerance and extremism in our world today, this research
argues that extremism is found in every human being, regardless of circumstantial factors,
as the extremist mindset arises during the construction of the self-image and the perception
of the other in early childhood. The research presents a systematic review of studies on
prejudice between 1990 and 2019 in children between 2 and 10 years of age from different
countries, and uses the cognitive-development theory and the theory of social identity to
frame the developmental path of extremism. Results highlighted the extent to which the
two theories agree on the importance of in-group favoritism in enhancing the child’s and the
group's self-esteem; they differ however in their interpretation of the naturally-occurring
social comparison process, as the child's egocentric thinking does not necessarily include
hatred towards the "other”. The passage from in-group favoritism toward out-group prejudice
requires several conditions, among which the implicit presence of prejudice in the affiliation
group. Recommendations to ward off extremist thinking in early childhood include ensuring
opportunities for contact between different groups and incorporating concepts such as
tolerance and acceptance of human diversity in the educational curricula for this age period.
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