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Abstract 
 

This study examines the effect of working memory functioning on spoken language 
production, and then try to unveil the correlations between working memory and spoken 
language performance. In this article we focused on the working memory model proposed by 
Baddeley and Hitch, and later modified by Baddeley. Working memory is a mental process 
that mediates between perception, long-term memory and action, since all of our 
achievements and our cognitive processes relate to the functioning of working memory. 
Spoken language production consists of the conceptual preparation process, the lexical 
formulation and the utterance process. The data presented and discussed here have shown 
that spoken language activities are related to working memory functions. It was also evident 
from the results of previous studies that the components of working memory (phonological 
loop, visual-spatial notepad, central executive) intervene in the production of spoken 
language responses. The results of other studies highlighted that general capacity or working 
memory capacity plays an essential role in spoken language production. In general, the 
conclusions of this study support the fact that working memory determines the quality of 
performance in spoken language productions, and thus this basic cognitive structure insures 
the processes of producing the spoken language. 
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