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Abstract

This study aims to develop a scale for assessing reading skills among second and third grade
students in Morocco, as these stages are categorized within early reading education as
outlined by the curriculum established by the Ministry of National Education. The primary
issue addressed is the necessity of a scientifically valid scale for the Moroccan context, which
can facilitate evaluating reading skills for researchers and teachers at these stages, thereby
enhancing the teaching-learning process and contributing to the identification of children with
reading difficulties. This scale is based on five main components of reading skills: phonemic
awareness, alphabetic principle, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. The development
of this scale consisted of two phases: an exploratory phase that involved 100 students, and a
main phase involving 200 students evenly distributed between genders, and aged between 7
and 10 years. The current study utilized descriptive statistical methods to extract the
psychometric properties of the scale, including validity, reliability, and factor analysis, in
addition to difficulty and discrimination indices. This study outcomes led to a final version of
this scale, including five main tests containing sub-items that measure various aspects of
reading skills. This tool can assist evaluators identify the specific areas of reading weakness in
children, which facilitates the development of appropriate support and intervention programs.
Keywords: reading skills scale, early reading education, components of reading skills
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