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Abstract

This study aims to uncover the educators’ representations on students with autism spectrum
disorder, and its effect on their school’s inclusion. The research sample comprises ten
educators (six females and four males), who have students with autism spectrum disorder in
their classrooms. To achieve the study's objectives, semi-structured interviews were used as
the primary data collection method. Our findings show that representations are an important
element in guiding teachers' educational practices and that they range from negative to
positive. Their representations result in educational practices that either impede or facilitate
school inclusion. Conducted interviews, regarding the difficulties of the integration process
for students with autism spectrum disorders, have also shown the range between social
obstacles related to the child's social and family environment, and others linked to school
services. This study emphasizes the importance of organizing continuous training courses for
teachers in the field of inclusive education, which contribute to modifying their
representations and creating opportunities for integrating students with autism spectrum
disorder. The study also concluded that the more positive the school environment, the greater
the chances of achieving academic integration for these students, which positively impacts
their academic performance and consequently facilitates the process of school’s inclusion.

Keywords: representations, school’s inclusion, Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD),
positive representations
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The Educators’ Representations on Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and its Effect on Their School’s
Inclusion
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